GEORGE THE THIRD
he always hankering after more e firmness' in government but
he sincerely believed it to be part of the royal duty to protect the
sovereignty of Parliament from any invasion.1 Thus in March
5th, 1770, North announced his policy in the House of Commons.
The Government, he said, proposed to withdraw all the Townshend
duties except that levied on Bohea tea. Pownall, in a speech
which was a model of sagacity, put forward an amendment
—that all the duties should be taken off: in his opinion such a
concession would go a long way to remove the grievances of
the colonists. Pownall was ably supported by Barre and Sir
William Meredith. Grenville, however, took a most curious line
during this debate. While he defended his Stamp Act [which, he
maintained, could and would be paid] he was ready to admit
that the Rockingham Administration had not acted unwisely in
repealing it [since they would not enforce it]; but he condemned
wholeheartedly the Townshend duties since they brought noth-
ing of any value into the national exchequer; and he wound up
by saying that he was perfectly willing to show a conciliatory
face to the colonists, though, in his opinion, the amendment of
Pownall did not go far enough! The Government held firm to
its policy; and the repeal was carried through.
The retention of the duty on tea—a sop to the much-favoured
East India Company—was a fatal mistake. On June 8th
Franklin wrote to his friend, Dr Cooper :
The repeal of the whole Act would have been a most prudent
measure; and I have reason to believe that Lord North was for it,
but some of the other Ministers would not agree to it. So the duty
on tea, with that obnoxious preamble, remain to continue the
dispute.
Franklin was not even then disposed to regard the situation as
hopeless, and it is interesting to find that he looked to the Bang
as the one person capable of dealing with the situation intelli-
gently. In the same letter Franklin wrote:
Let us therefore hold fast our loyalty to our King [who has the best
disposition towards us, and a family interest in our prosperity], as
that steady loyalty is the most probable means of securing us from
the arbitrary power of a corrupt Parliament that does not like us, and
conceives itself to have an interest in keeping us down and forcing us,
1 Franklin was of the opinion that North was favourably disposed to remove all the
duties.
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